The Case for Support is a self-contained description of the proposed research and contains two parts: ‘Previous Track Record’, and ‘Proposed Research and its Context’.

In the Previous Track Record (maximum 2 sides of A4) you should provide a summary of the results and conclusions of recent work in the technological/scientific area covered by your research proposal. Please also outline the specific expertise of the applicants in this subject area, and the expertise available at the UK and China host organisations.

In the Proposed Research and its Context section (maximum 6 sides of A4) you should include information on the background, programme and methodology, relevance to beneficiaries, and dissemination. In particular you should:

· Introduce the topic of research and explain its academic and industrial context, demonstrating how it relates to leading research in the UK, in China and worldwide;

· Identify the overall aims of the project and the individual measurable objectives against which you would wish the outcome of the work to be assessed;

· Detail the methodology to be used in pursuit of the research, and justify this choice;

· Explain why the proposed project is of sufficient timeliness and novelty to warrant consideration for funding;

· Detail why the research proposed is of national importance to both the UK and China.

· Describe the programme of work, indicating the research to be undertaken, and the milestones that will be used to measure its progress. You should describe the roles of each member of the research teams in the UK and China;

· Detail how the proposed project will be managed across the two countries, with particular demonstration of the added benefits to each party due to the collaboration;

· Identify the potential impacts of the project and show who will be the likely beneficiaries of the proposed research;

· Indicate the proposed dissemination and technology transfer routes that will be used, and explain how the transfer of knowledge will take place to beneficiaries and the general public.

· Identify what mechanisms will be in place to identify, protect and eventually exploit any exploitable results which may arise from the research (include details of any specific collaborative agreement, where relevant).

· You should include any illustrations and lists of references within the 6-page limit of this section. They should not be submitted as separate annexes.

Along with your Case for Support you should also submit an Impact Plan (up to two sides of A4). In this section you should describe how the potential impacts of the proposed research will be realised and this should cover the project as a whole. 

You should also submit a one page Diagrammatic Work Plan (for example, a PERT or Gantt chart). This should cover the project as a whole, detailing significant milestones and showing how different aspects of the project will link together and be managed. 

You will need to include a Justification of Resources (up to two sides of A4) through the Je-S System. This should detail the resources requested for the UK-China project as a whole. You should justify everything requested on both proposals, so that peer reviewers have enough information on the project as a whole to understand why the resources requested are necessary for your proposed project.
You should also include CVs (up to 2 sides of A4 each) for named researchers, visiting researchers and researcher co-investigators, and letters of support from any project partners (no page limit).  
